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Grand Island Town Board

Virtual public hearings planned
BY MICHAEL J. BILLONI
Contributor

The Grand Island Town Board 
agreed at its workshop Monday 
evening to conduct 10 virtual 
public hearings on Thursday at 
7 p.m. and has rescheduled the 
Project Olive public hearing for 
Thursday, June 11, because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and ex-
ecutive order 202.1. The board 
also agreed to postpone the an-
nual July 4 parade to a date later 
in the summer.

The public hearings on Thurs-
day will be held remotely via 
ZOOM with a telephone dial-in 
component. The ZOOM pub-
lic meeting at which the public 
hearings will be conducted will 
be accessible either with a com-
puter, smartphone, or tablet with 
internet connection. The link will 
be available in hyperlink version 
on the town’s website at http://
www.grand-island.ny.us/ so that 
the meeting may be joined with 
a simple click. Alternatively, the 
meeting may be joined by tele-
phone by dialing 646-558-8656 
and by entering the passcode 
82367177834 when prompted.

The Town Board will imme-
diately begin accepting written 
public comments on the hearings 
by email at publiccomments@
grand-island.ny.us, by fax at 773-
9618, and by U.S. mail to the 
town clerk at 2255 Baseline Road, 
Grand Island, NY 14072. Written 
public comments will be accepted 
through to and including June 2. 
The Town Board asks residents 

who wish to speak on any or all 
of the matters to let the board 
know in advance by email to pub-
liccomments@grand-island.ny.us 
and by identifying the matter or 
matters on which you would like 
to speak.

Details of the 10 items that will 
be discussed are on the town’s 
website homepage under Quick 
Resources, Public Hearings.

“We are trying to be as trans-
parent as we can with these pub-
lic hearings while moving these 
much needed projects forward,” 
said Councilmember Jennifer 
Rimer Baney.

The much-anticipated re-sched-
uled Project Olive public hearing 
will actually be held in two parts 
as the board is interested in hear-
ing resident’s comments about 
the $300 million e-commerce and 
distribution facility for consumer 
products. The June 11 virtual 
event at 7 p.m. will be a combined 
Planning Board and Town Board 
public hearing. The Planning 
Board will close its meeting that 
night, but the Town Board will 
keep its public meeting open for 
a future meeting. Details of that 
public hearing will be announced 
soon and will be on the town web-
site.

Much discussion was held 
about the annual July 4 parade 
and the Dick Bessel Road Race 
held that morning. Town Rec-
reation Director Joe Menter re-
ported the state Department of 
Transportation was not issuing 
permits during this pandemic to 
close streets for parades, and he 
said managing social distancing 
for crowds and units in the pa-
rade would be nearly impossible.

Rather than cancel the parade, 
the town has agreed to postpone 
the parade and road race to a date 
when it can safely be held using 
the state’s compliance outline as 
a guide. If it cannot be held this 
summer they will discuss a vir-
tual road race.

Island of Hope
Hope is never cancelled, GI Relay For Life says

In spite of the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic, the Grand Island 
Relay For Life committee is still 
planning events in support of the 
cancer survivors.

The annual Island fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Society has 
been cancelled due to the pandem-
ic, but hope is never cancelled, GI 
Relay organizers said.

“We’re disappointed we have to 
cancel Relay on June 12, but we 
want cancer survivors to know 
we’re thinking of and still fi ghting 
for them,” said GI Relay co-chair 
Lynn Dingey Thursday.

“Relay For Life of Grand Island 
is tentatively planning a ‘Grand 
Island Fights Cancer Festival’ for 
Aug. 30 (a smaller version of Re-
lay), but it’s going to depend on 

how reopening goes and when we 
we’re able to gather again,” she 
said.

In the meantime, one element of 
the Relay For Life, the luminaria 
ceremony at sundown, which hon-
ors those lives lost to cancer, will 
go on in a different way this year. 
Light the Town Purple, a front 
porch luminary event, is sched-
uled for Friday, June 12, at dusk.

“We’ll be selling luminaria kits 
for a $5 donation that include a 
luminaria and purple glow stick 
for people to make and put out at 
their house,” said Dingey. “Details 
on where to get luminaria kits or 
to order luminarias will be avail-
able on facebook,  by visiting www.
relayforlife.org/grandislandNY or 
calling 773-5305.”

Grand Island Central School District

Election ballots on the way
More than 30 

people worked  
Thursday in the 
Grand Island 
High School 
cafeteria stuff-
ing and labeling 
approximately 
16,000 absentee 
ballots for mail-
ing Friday.

The Grand 
Island Central 
School District 
budget vote and 
Board of Edu-
cation election 
is June 9 and 
is taking place 
only by absen-
tee ballot due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

Board of Education trustees 
Ashli Dreher and Sue Marston 
are running unopposed for re-
election to two open seats on 
the board. Voters will vote up or 
down on a $64,626,568 school 
budget and a proposition to 
spend $685,000 to acquire new 

school buses and vehicles.

Graduation
The Grand Island Central 

School District announced 
Wednesday that Grand Island 

High School graduation will take 
place at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, June 
28, at Beaver Island State Park. 
Details about the ceremony are 
to follow, the district said.

Bins of mail are fi lled with Grand Island School District absentee ballots 
heading to the post offi ce for delivery. The work was organized by District 
Clerk Jude Kuehne, right. (Photos by Larry Austin)

Relay For Life co-chair Lynn Dingey, 
foreground, and other volunteers tied 
purple ribbons in the town center in 
support of cancer survivors and the 
American Cancer Society.

NATURAL LAWN CARE
Lawn Cutting • Design

Seasonal Cleanups • Installation
Materials Delivered

SERVING GRAND ISLAND OVER 20 YEARS

774-8983

For Home 

Delivery of the 

Island Dispatch

Call 773-7676

 Free admission to Beaver Island Park this weekend!

Find Snacks, Dogs, 
Beer & Wine at The 180 

                                                                  (across from The Clubhouse)

NYS Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services

2139 Grand Island Blvd., Grand Island

Joan Dlugokinski
C: 716-310-4238

Client Focused......Results Driven.
Use a professional

CheersCheers &WINE             LIQUOR

2443 Grand Island Blvd.

775-5040
(Next to Mighty Taco)

SEA ICE 
Vodka

1.75 Lt

$11.99 773-1642

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
SEWER REPAIRS
DOZER & BACKHOE WORK

DOUBLE “D”
CONSTRUCTION

Michael’s Lawn Service
& Landscaping

Per Service & Seasonal Contracts
Insured  • Free Estimates

Commercial & Residential

418-2779

1422 PINE AVE.
Rte. 62A & 15th St., Niagara Falls, NY

OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9:00 - 8:00 
 Tues., & Fri. 9:00 - 5:00

Serving Niagara 

297-3811 

NOW OPEN
Bulk Mulch, Stone and Topsoil

Available for Pick Up or Delivery!

Stay Healthy

Break Walls Repaired & Built
Basement Wall Repair

Drain Lines Repaired / Installed

TOM RALL CONTRACTING
C O M M E R C I A L  &  R E S I D E N T I A L

583-4786
773-4775

Whr2389@aol.com

FAXES
WHILE YOU WAIT 

1859 Whitehaven Road 
Dispatch/PennySaver Offi ce

LARGE PIZZA
w/ 1 TOPPING

JOHN’S

$1549Monday 
Madness

Pizza 
& Subs

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMO, DISCOUNT OR COUPON

774-0020
Online Ordering -  JOHNSPIZZAANDSUBS.COM
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